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Sarah Elizabeth Garlick Richmond Strong Kerswell 

 

Sarah Elizabeth Garlick was born October 12, 1830 in Springhill, Pennsylvania.  She 

was the sixth child born to David and Elizabeth (Buck) Garlick. 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 David Gaston Garlick                                             Elizabeth Buck Garlick                                



The Garlick family were all very religious, members of the Campbellite faith.  They   

believed in faith repentance and baptism by immersion.  One morning Sarah’s mother 

told of a strange dream she had the night before.  She told her husband that in her 

dream two strangers had come to visit them.  Over their heads was a large motto 

bearing the words: “Truth will prevail!”  In her dream she heard a voice say “these are 

true messengers of God. Hear and obey!”  This dream troubled the Garlick family   

considerably.  About a week later, two Mormon missionaries came to their home.     

According to Talitha, Sara’s younger sister, “The next week, William Baisley and John 

Wakefield, two Mormon Elders, as they were called, came in that neighborhood and 

preached.  As soon as Mother saw them she said, ‘They were the men she saw in her 

dream and she knew they had the true Gospel. She and my three sisters joined the 

Church in two weeks after hearing them preach there were twenty baptized in that 

place.  Then the mob spirit arose and all was confusion.  Our friends and relatives all 

turned against us.” 

 

The persecution got worse for the family so Sarah’s father David decided it was time 

for the family to join with the other Saints in Missouri.  On October 11, 1839 the family 

left Pennsylvania and headed for Independence, Jackson, Missouri.  By the time the 

family reached Indiana they learned the Saints had been driven out of Missouri and 

were now gathered in Commerce, Illinois. By the time the family made it to Nauvoo, 

Illinois it was November 30, 1839. 

 

All shelters were filled to capacity in Nauvoo, the Garlick family was very fortunate to 

find shelter in an old blacksmith shop.  It had no chimney, no door and no floor, but it 

was at least a shelter. David made a chimney of sod and a door of clapboard to make 

the dwelling livable. The winter of 1839-40 was extremely cold and the Mississippi  

River froze over.  David was able to haul logs from the Iowa side of the river, across 

the ice, and build a two room cabin for the family to live in.  They were able to move 

into the cabin in March of 1840. 

 

  

 

 

 



Sarah Garlick was baptized and confirmed a member of the Church in 1840.  The 

day and month are not known, but her younger sister Talitha was baptized on April 7, 

1840 in the Mississippi River by Joseph Smith the Prophet.  She also wrote that her 

father David was baptized in 1841. 

 

The family donated most of the money they earned toward the building of the       

Nauvoo Temple and to pay for the land the city was built on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early daguerreotype of the Nauvoo Temple 

 

The money was never paid back and it was lost when the Saints were forced out of 

Nauvoo.  Because of worry and very hard work David’s health began to fail.  David 

never lost faith in the church but he fell gravely ill.  He died at the age of 63 on      

November 4, 1843 and was buried in the Nauvoo cemetery. 

 

The Garlick family was very close to both Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum.  After 

the death of Sarah’s father David, Hyrum Smith came to the family and hired Sarah’s 

brother Joseph, sixteen years old at the time to help at Hyrum Smith’s home.  While 

working for Hyrum, Joseph Garlick became good friends with Joseph Smith and 

would often wrestle with him for sport.  Two of Sarah’s sisters, Hannah and Talitha 

also worked in the home of Hyrum Smith.  Hannah was with them at the time Joseph 

Fielding was born and she washed and dressed him many times.  Once she was  

pinning the band around Joseph Fielding’s stomach when the Prophet came in. 

“That’s much too tight,” he said, and adjusted the band to a more comfortable fit. 

 



The prophet Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum were brought back to Nauvoo from 

their martyrdom at Carthage jail on June 27, 1844.  Sarah, along with her family and 

other residents of Nauvoo, stood weeping as they saw the bodies of their beloved 

prophet and his brother.  Sarah would have been 14 years old at this time. 

 

In the Fall of 1847 the family had made it to Council Bluffs, Iowa.  It appears the   

family all emigrated to Utah at different times.  Mary Ellen King, a daughter of Sarah 

states that “My mother, Sarah Garlick, drove an ox team across the plain in 1852.”  

This was recorded in Mary Ellen’s journal. 

 

In 1853 the Garlick family, including Sarah, moved to Springville to wait out the Utah 

War.  While there she married Benjamin Boyce Richmond.  The couple had one son, 

David Alonzo, born in Fillmore, Utah. Nine months later, in February, 1855, Benjamin 

B. Richmond died of Mountain fever in Fillmore, Utah and is buried there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Boyce Richmond 

 

Benjamin Richmond had served in the Mormon Battalion and had become fast 

friends with William Strong. Benjamin extracted a promise from his friend, William, 

that after his death, William would marry Benjamin’s widow Sarah for time only.  After 

the Salt Lake Temple was completed William was to take Sarah to the Temple and 

seal Benjamin and Sarah together for time and eternity.  Sarah and William Strong 

were married in President Brigham Young’s office in the Endowment House on April 

18, 1856 by Brigham Young for time only. William was also married and sealed to 

Harriet Neeley at the same time.  The marriages were witnessed by Williams parents 

Jacob and Sarah Strong. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Strong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.Temple Index Card showing marriage of William to Sarah Garlick 

 

While William and Sarah lived in Springville they were one of the few families who 

consecrated all they had to the church when the Saints tried to live the United Order 

there.  All of their possessions were dedicated to the Lord on February 5, 1857.  The 

total amount of the family’s worth was $386.50. 

 

Two sons were born in Springville to William and Sarah: John Albert was born March 

8, 1857 and James Jacob was born January 13, 1859.  About this time there came to 

Springville a convert from Australia, his name was William Kerswell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Kerswell 



Not much is know about why Sarah decided to divorce William Strong and marry   

William Kerswell, but Sarah and William Kerswell were married in Springville on     

October 26, 1859.  John Albert Strong, son of William and Sarah Strong wrote in his 

history:  “A man by the name of Kerswell came and took my mother away from my  

father.”  In his history John Albert talked of how abusive his new father was.  William 

Strong moved his family with Harriet Neeley back to Salt Lake in 1865 leaving Sarah 

and William Kerswell in Springville. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LDS Marriage record for Sarah Garlick Richmond Strong and William Kerswell 

 

William proved to be a man of his word and on January 12, 1869 William Strong took 

Sarah Garlick Richmond Kerswell to the Salt Lake Endowment House and stood as 

proxy for the sealing of Sarah Kerswell to her first husband Benjamin Boyce        

Richmond.  Both of William and Sarah’s sons, John Albert and James Jacob, were 

also sealed to Benjamin Richmond and Sarah Garlick Richmond Strong Kerswell. 

 

William Strong died in Salt Lake City on December 24, 1888. He and his family were 

residing in the Tenth Ward at the time. 

 

The first home of William and Sarah Kerswell was a 14 by 16 foot log house with the 

chimney located on the outside.  It stood on a 40 acre farm one half mile east of the 

Evergreen Cemetery in Springville, the year was 1870.  Five years later the          

Kerswell's added another room, a 12 by 15 foot bedroom made of adobe, to their 

house. 



Sarah and William Kerswell had six children: Sarah Jane b. May 30, 1861, Talitha  

Elizabeth b. July 21, 1864, Benjamin b.  August 18, 1867, Mary Ellen b. October 24, 

1869 and William Young b. May 18, 1876. 

 

Both Sarah and her mother Elizabeth had spinning wheels and spun yards of wool 

yarn, silk and flax.  Sarah raised silk worms which she fed on the leaves of mulberry 

trees.  She would gather the leaves in a large bed sheet.  When the sheet was full   

Sarah would tie the four corners together and hoist the bulging pack to her back and 

carry it home to the thousands of ravenous worms.  During the five weeks the silk-

worms are building their cocoons of silk each worm eats it’s weight of mulberry leaves 

every day.  During this time the whole house would be alive with the sound of crunch-

ing leaves made by the greedy little creatures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                Silk worms at work                              old spinning wheel and loom   

 

All of Sarah’s grandchildren delighted in watching Sarah using the old spinning wheel.  

They would watch as her feet would tap while she was spinning.  Sometimes she 

would brush the lint from her white apron and do a quick step dance right there for the 

kids to watch.  The grandkids often held the spindle while Sarah spun the silk strands.  

They were always rewarded with cookies or cake after. 

 

Quoting one of her grand daughters, “we remembered on autumn evenings the excit-

ing smell of chili sauce and wood smoke that filled the air about her kitchen door.  We 

remember the great white geese with yapping beaks that waddled in the yard,.  We  

remember the printed butter, the eggs and milk, and the smell of stored apples in the 

cellar.”  They also “remember very well Grandmother kicking off her shoes, holding her 

skirts in front and step dancing.”   Sarah used to say “I’d give up a good meal anytime 

to go to a dance!”       

 



Sarah always made time to visit her folks.  Often she would cut through the fields.  

She always wore white aprons with crocheted lace around the bottom.  Sarah’s  

mother, Elizabeth Garlick, spent her last years in Sarah’s home.  That is where she 

died in 1887. 

 

Eventually Sarah and William Kerswell sold their home and property and moved in 

with their daughter, Talitha Hutchings, in town.  As time wore on Sarah noticed her 

husband had something pressing on his mind.  He was not sleeping at night and 

would often get up and walk about for hours.  Finally he admitted to Sarah that before 

he had come to Salt Lake from Australia he had left a wife and four children there to 

fend for themselves.  He told her they had all gone to the docks in Australia to catch a 

ship to bring them to America.  He left his wife and kids sitting at the dock while he 

went to check on what time the ship would be leaving.  When he got to the ship they 

were all ready to sail, so he kept all of the family’s money, deserted his family and 

hopped on the ship and left them all behind.  

 

After his confession to Sarah he contacted his first wife in Australia.  She forgave him 

and came to Utah with one of her sons, William Jr.  William Jr. brought four of his 

daughters with him to Utah.  After this “Sarah never was the same.”  She moved to 

the home of her daughter, Mary Ellen in Spanish Fork, Utah.  She lived there from the 

spring of 1903 until she passed away on November 3, 1904. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Garlick Richmond Strong Kerswell tombstone, 

Springville City Cemetery, Springville, Utah 



 



 



 


