sketch or the pife of
Sarah waisn Swift
A Handcart riomeer of 18E6.
rrepared by her daugnter, Aiice Swilt vondie
Sept. 20tn, 1928.
camp 10, balt pake Countye.

rrom handcarts to airplains..
From slow moving saiiing vessels to grayhounds of

p
tne ocean.
From couriers: to wireless telegrapnye.

¥rom tallow dips to arciightse.
rrom Indiam outrages to the serene safety of wekl

regulated police protectione.

o~
No period in all the world's nistory can show such
as can the last

%2
wonnderful achievements oI human endeavors

half centurye. :
ot alone has the subject of this tittle sketch

iived througn tnis renarkable pericd but she has played
hings which are forever buried

a part in many of tnose th
sufter-

in the past.
into ner iife nhas come the tragedy, triels,

1ngs, pathos and nardsnips tnat make the itrue pionser, home-—

builder and citizen.
To write a detailed nistory of tnis life would take

“volumns; oniy a mear outiine will be given, even the out—

Iine iz incouplete, principally for the reason tnat Like many
sne is to modest tc talk much

of the other pioneers of uvtah,
vhat she has pessed through and perhaps,
1ce oI scenes in wnich

s-.tr he

Life and
full inmpoy

about her
she dces not reaLlze tne

too,
she nhasg been awm actore.



Sarah wWalsh Switt, daugnter of william walsh and Alice
F. Bury Walsh Strong, was born wnovember t9tn I855 in
Qverdarwen, now Darwen, knglande

with her parents and twa brotners she left Darwen wnhen
six months old, wmay 19th I856. 5ix days later, may 25th,

1856, she-sailed from Liverpool, mngiand, in company with

856 saints under tne lLeadership of rdward martin, a name tnat
will forever live in tne’nistory‘of tne west because of the
appalling tragedy of this journey.

une hundred and ninety days later what was left of that
company arrived in what wasAthen;Salt Lake City.

six long, dreary weeks with nothing but the sky and sea
to greet the eyes of tne passengers the saliling vessel "morizon®
slowly plowed ner way towards the setting sun, finally docking
at Boston. {(wow the trip can be made in s@x days or less.)

From Boston the majority of the party, inciuding tne
Walsh family, were compelled, througno lack of sufficent rail-
road rolling stock, to travel on flat cars to Iowa City;
from which point tney proceeded to Winter Quarters, now a
rart of the cilty of uiana, nebraskas

tne utah pioneers of 1847 and those of the next nine
years made the journey from Winter Quarters to utah by ox teams
or with tne aid of horses.

1n 1856 tnere were too few oxem or horses available to
transport the thousands of converts to wormonism to the
*velleys of the mountains®" and handcarts were resorted to as a
modé of transporting wnat little goods and chattie the converts
had; they walking, pushing or puiLling tneis carts.

woen the martlm Company reached Winter Quarters in July

£856 tnere were far too few handcarts ready to accommodate
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the large cowmpany and otners nad to be built. itne wood was
not suffiecently dry aad to n@ld the carts from falling
apart tney were bound togetner with rawhide thongs.
un August 25th, 1856, under the leadership of Captain
rdward martin, 576 saints, carrying all tneir wordly rossess—
ions and food left winterquarters wita 146 handcarts and 7 wagons,
They were high witn hope; tney were on the last stretch of
their journey to the “Promised Land".
ihe vourney of the kdward mMartin nandcart company from
winter Quarters to Great Salt— Lake (ity stands today as
the most tragic, the most neart rending peaceful Jjourney,
not aione in the histeopy of the west, but, in all the nistory
of the world. Lt is witnout an equal for sorrow, suffering
and death. NO otaer "trek" in history records suca a death
rate, such hunger, sucnh suffering, with tne possible exception
of tne retreat of mapolian“ahd nis army from moscow. ovust how
many of that herioc and nonie band ot wen, women and children
died of Bunger and broken nearts will never be knomwn.
ithe sorrow attending the daily, and towards the last
the almost hourly visit of the grim reaper was too much even for
those brave men znd womem to Keep am accurate history of. &
shallow grave, a few words, a final peyer, and then the order;
*fush unly we .must try‘an&freach help before all perich.
According to Assistant CUnurch ristorian Andrew uensen
almost one third of that company died a marters death. neft
to sleep tne final eartunly sleep in unknown and unmarked
graves, while tnose wno were letft with broken nearts and
bomed neads moved slowly onward pushing or puiLling tneir

carts on that tncusand mile journey over plains and mountains.

-



Two of those whose spirite massed back to the keeving of the
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He& Walah Tami
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Eternal Father and Creator were wembers =
In an unmarked grave, made in the énow, for the ground was so
frozen that an earth grave could not be dug, near Devil Gate, 211
that was once wortal of William Walsh was 1312 at rest, a vietim eof
hunger and cold., (Nine other members of that party died the sare

PR - -
L

night as did Brother Walsh) To the eastward a few days journey was
the shallow, unmarked grave of his son, Tobert.

With her two remaining children, one laes than a year old, she

4

Xrnew that she must st rugegle on for the sake of thnse who were left
to her. Just in tire to save even the remnants ¢f that heroic band
from starvation and freezirg, succor came, food and clot
help, sent to them frow Salt Lake City.

Strong wen vere they of that party of rescuers; thev had seen
and lived through serrow and suffering,yet they wept like children
wnen they saw and realized the suffering of their brethern and sis-
ters.

The Vidow VWalsh, holdirg her two children, set irn the snow.

Tre power to think, to feel, to 2-t, seemed 2t a

s

end. A place Tor
the woman and Yer two children was found in one of the rescue wag-

ons =and the onward Jjourney wzs resumed.

what was left of that neble and glad hearted cowpany which had left
Winter Guarters on Auvgust 25, arrived in Sa3lt Lake City in Noverbenr

LsAl 5 . ~ ¢ -
3G, 18i6, They had been ¢8 days, naking an average of 10 miles =
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Se

all, save life.
Some day, from the fragments of history which nas

beern preserved, a master mind will tell the sory of the
Kartin Handcart company in such a way that it =ill thrill
the world and compel the adnmiration of mankind.

In those early days the nevly arrived saints were
never without 2 home; someone was always ol hand to take them
in their homes, make them as comtortable as their worldly
condition would permit and later, with the help of cthers,
agssist them to get a nome of their ovm and =z start in their
new life.

The widow Walsh and her two children were mpade welcome
at the home of Jacob Strong, which stood on the northeast
corner of Eighth East and Fourth South Street. Later Mrs.
walsh became the wife of Mr. Stronge

In the hbstory of Utan the year 1858 is known ag
the year of the "move South". Johnson's army was approch-
ing Utah to put down an alleged "mormon Rebellinm"..

Rather than be driven from their homes, as they had been so
many times in the past, the mMormonm peodle decided to abandon
them; leaving only enough men in Salt vake City to burn
everything to the ground should the army stop»instead, as
had been promised, pass through the city.

In company with her mother and brother John, (for many
years a resident of Salt Lake City and later of Farmington,
Davis County,) krs. Swift moved to Springville.

Johnsonts Aruy passed through Salt Lake City and on

to Cedar Vaiiey in the western part of what is now Utah County -

where they estabiished Cawp Floyd.

The saints returned to their homes in Salt Lake Citye.



Wnile the Mormon People, their history proves it, have
ever been strong advocates of education; there were little
opportunity for schooling in those early days. Toe pecple
were compelled to spend their lives in trying to wrestle
a living from the not too willing earth.

The greater part of the education of Sister Swift was se-
;ﬁféé in.the greatest school on earth; experience.

Wnile there was little or no chance for schooling neither
was there much time for play. The keeping togetner of body
and soul with food, clothing andshelter was a serious problen,
one in which every member of the family, who was old enough,
must take his or her part in the struggle for & livelyhood;
Sarah Walsh was no exceptionj as a child she learned to and did
khiﬂ the family stockings. Her- mother often worked all day
for a yard of "factory" then worth a dollar a yard, now IO
cents a yarde.

About 5 miles above the mouth of Huigration canyon was
locased, for many years, what was known as "Strongts Farm%.
The origineal homestead was supposed to centain 160 acres of which .
~.all but a few acres in the bottom of the canyon was mountains on
which the settler ranged his few cattle and sheep. On the
leval land wheat and a few other things were raised.,

The family, or at least a part of them, spent the spring,
summer and fall on the canyon farm returning to their home
in the city for the winter. kany was the month which Sarah spent
cn that canyon farm as a girl.Today flockmasters of Utah number
their herds by thousands and their wool clip by the tens of
thousands of poundse. At that little canyon farm a few head
of sheep were kept; as they worked their way from place to place,

in search offood, through the scrub oak brush, which coversd
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the sides of the mountains,bits of wool would be torn
from the sheep and cligﬁ to the brush. The child Saran would
follow the trail of the sheep through the brush and bit by bit
gather the wool which her mother carded into "bats" with which
quilts were made.

It was while living at this canyon farm that the girl
got,aﬁ izdian scare which was never effaced from her memory.
Everyone on the farm, with-the exception of a lame man, the
subject of this sketch; and another girl had gone to the
city on business. Llhe other Girl Whén‘to wﬁat was known
as "Upper Field" to drive home the cows for evening milk—
ing. hen she did not return as soon as the lame man and
Sarah thought she ghould they went in search of her. They
found her in the grasp of a big buck iudian, who was trying to
drag the screaming, fighting, struggling girl into the brush.
At the sight of the other two “"palefaces" the indian beat a
hasty retreat into the brush and fast gathering darkness.

The latch stiring on the door of that 1ijftle log canyon
cabin/was taken inside that night.

She was a resident of the canyon at the time, 1862,
when soldiers from Fort Dowglas, went there to cut iogs for
the first quarters at the forts

7 %@eﬂfali of the year were the happy days of childhood
in that iong ago. ihenm if he or she, usually it was the girls for
the boys could not be spared for that kind of work, was the
first to get tne consent of the owner, tney would go glean—
ing. mOtnermwould put up & lucn, the best tnere was in the
house, andfﬁi;h,a seamless sack, often called a "..0rmon sukt—

case" in those days, they would go, the wheat fields. ine greater




Be
part of wneat raised near Salt Leke Ciiy in tnose days was
on wnat vas knovm as the "Big rield Survey", located below
nintn South and Kast of State Sireete
for the benefit of tne younger generation "“Gleauning®
concsisted in following the harvester, usually the owner of
the field, not a macnine, wno gatnered the crop, often with
a sickle, sometimeg witn a scythe and in later days a scythe
with a Ycradle" attacned., Aiter tne crop nad been gatnered
. the gleaner went over the field and arcund the edges of the
field picking up each head of whealt that had fallien or had
been overlooked. <The wheat was then separated Irowm tne chalr,
usually with a "Flaill" perhaps ground in a coffree mill, then
there wag bread from new wheat instead of dry bread with an onion
and salt in place of butter, whicn was the fare of Sister

Sarafy more tnan once in her childhood days. many was the sack

of "gleanings" wnich she gathered and carriéd& nome.

Lt was also in the fall of the year tnat some of the girls
could get a job that meant a supply of molasses for the familw
for the winter. +this was “striping" sugar cane. AU First this was
done while the cane stood in tne fieid wnich meant & lct of long
reacnes for the child for the upper blades. Later the method was
changed, the cane was cut and stacked at tne mill.'siriping"
éaswéaSier themr, unless tne frost came which meant that the
blades of the staiks would cut likea sharp knife. If the mill
mam tcok a liking to the "siriper" put of the goodness of his

heart he would give them some of the "suximings" a "frothy" sub-

stance of a greenisnh color from wnich they would mekemclasses

candy.

iu tnose eariy days there were no electric lignts, not
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not everr lamps and coal cil. 'he people used a "tailow dip"
1o one end of a piece ol gottorm rag, or wick, was placed
a button, or something eise to nold in the greege in a
bowl wihile tne other end gave tne light. Lager they made tailow
candles; then came the "gperm" cendie and tnen coal oil lamps, a
most wonderful light, so the people thoughti

rhere were no fancy:rugs and carpets in tnose days; if the
people wished to cover a floor, and feel a little better than
tneir neighbors, tney saved every bit or cloth or rag that
nad outworn its usefullness for anything else; these were torn inta
narrow strips, sewed together and then weven into a many colored
carpet. many was the puund of rags which Sister Sarah tore and
sewmed in tnose days. In tnose days featners were scarce but the

inner part of the pods of the miikweed made a good substitute

these she gatnered for tne maxing of family piliows; the nead
of tne cattaill was often used witn wnich_to fi1ll the bed ticks.
vinen sne was IZ2 years old she cculd spin her thres skeins
of yarn a day as good as olider women,
At this date, Uct. I92B, she can remember distinctly the
grasshopper plague of 1868 (the cricket plague was in 1855)
with otner members off the <vlenth Ward she @ent to CGaldert's,
t-now sibley, park for a days outing. Luring the day the sun
was darkened by the myriads of grasshoppers. Whenm the girl
returned nome tnat evening tne gardenm, of which the fanily
n had been so proud, the fruit trees, the sénade trees, all

were stripped bare. not a leaf nor blade was left to show the
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T Seciety oI tae Yenth Ward. in ccmpany with an older woman
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the homeg of the saints were visited Offerings of anyithing

were accented from tnose wno could afrord to give and dis—

tributed among tnose wno were in need. 1he sick were visited
and cared ifor. ‘ine nome visited by’affliction ipund tender
sywpathy aud loving care in the acts and words of tnese
women OI mercy.

wnen the Female Retrenchment Society was organized
in the renth ward sister Switt, then walsh, was chosen as
second couneilor.

In 1874 she was calied as a teacher in the rentn ward
sunday School, a positiom which she filled with credit and abiiity
for a number oI yearso.

on June 6th, 1877 sne was married to william Swift. At last
it looked as though the long struggle fcr exigtance was at an

end,., “#an proposes. God disposes.®

un Sept, I6th 1884 wiliiam Swift died leaving a widow
and three cnildren, two of them but five weeks old.
with that fortitude, which alone is possessed by the heroic
soul, she faced the future and the struggle for sxistence-
oI herself ana tnose whom God had given into her care. A7 what
a cost she alone kKnows. At what result those who Know her
children can best testify.
in I898 sne was cnogsen as second councilor in the Tenth
ward Relief Soclety. A position whicn she filied until wnovember
I906. A position of trust and responsibiiity which required
nmuch time in addition to that which she had to give to the

earning:of a iiving for herself and children and the care

eand bringing up of theome



II.

Cn Aprii 22, 1907 she was c3lled as a stake mission-
ary in the Re lief Society of Liberty Stake. A position which
she neld until October, 1615.

When the Daughters of the Handcart Pioneers organized
she was elected as first vice-president; later she was elected
second vice-president and =still later president after which
shie served zs chaplain of the organization.

For three years she labored as 3 home migsionary in the
Pernth VWard, spending two nights a week, noe matter what the
weather, in her dutiles.

¥When Camp 10, Daughters ¢f the Pioneers, was organized
she was chosen chaplain, a position which she holds at this

cate, September 2Cth, 19028,

Sarsh VWalsh Swift

History read Sept. 26, 19229,

in Pioneer Hall, 8th Zast & 4th South Sts.,
by Captain Charlotte A. Moyle.



