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Lock on other records

A short synopsis of the life of Bara Strong from 1831 to 18__ beken fram
seraps of record found in old day books, and records which have providentialy
ben kept from destruction, the regulayr jowrnal having ben stolen,

I wil not pretend in this history to give the exact date of all matters
herin velated, But wil aim at facts as to the subjest referd to.

Scmetime in the year 1033, Esra Strong (father to the writer of this book) ¢
then a Christien Minester, began to write against the book of Mormon, having
for some tdime previous ben investigating and compareing the Book with the Bible,
He was then writing for s paper cald the Baner of light, published (I believe)
in Bufslow, H.Y. On going to £i11 an apointment in a nsboring town, am @n.la
meditateing on the course to persue againgt the Book, the scripture came o
his mind, “iuah not mine snoinbted, and do my prophets no harm". But atdll medi-
tating on the course to pursue, thsre came & volwe, as the volge of a man, sagylngj
#Touoh not mine anointed, and do my prophets ne harm", igain meditating on the
gourse to take the voice spake the s econd time; but more forciblys at which
Father gave up the thought of publishing unbdll he had time to again compare the
two bocisa

Father ‘smm after went to a place where some mormordtes liveci, in or near
Warsaw, HeY, for the purpos of more fully investigateing the golden Biblej so
salﬁ&zp,&ather was mach troubled in spirit because of Father's course, Her grief
made me sad, Oft did I hear her pray for God to protect father from the delusion
of Joe Smith, She asked her childven to pray for father that he might not be de-
gleved, Oft dld I ge into the woods where I thought no eye or ear could ges or
hear but God or Angels) There I would pray in my simple maner for God to bless
poor me with His Holy Spirit, that I might kmow how to ask aright for the bless~
ings vhich was needed, Each visit to the louly place, gave me greater joy. Each
time my prayer was for Godls Will to be done on earth as in Heaven, For His
blessings on my dear Father, that he might be preserved from the delusions of

¥ormonites,
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Aftor several vislbts to the lonly place in the hemlock woods, each of whia;hw
wag wmade more and mors joyous by the influense of joy which I felk. There arose
{on ons occamion) a sudden wind vhile I was at prayers The trees seemd to wave
and bend as though they wéuld £21ls I opened my eyes thru fear ;:)f gome lims
faling on me, All was calme Then I felt that the power of darkness was round me.
I olosed wmy 8yes and again prayed to God through fear. Again the trees bent, linbs
snap't, and the wind blew fearcely. Again I looked roundy all was calm, bulb a
groat fear came over me, A fealing came for to pray mightily to God for protect-
jon from the power of darkmess, which I felt was round me. I shut my eyes, nob-
haven rigen from my knees, and once more cried unto God for His Spirit to sheald
me from harmy to bless my father with the light of His Holy Spirit; in all things
His will be done, While thus praying, a bull came close by me = began bellowing
and geemd to ¢ ome stralt to-wards me, so close that I quit praying, rose to my
faet, looked round but oould not see nor hear the bull any Where.

But a great fear came upon me, I then sbarbed for homes Bub only a few
steps were taken 4l I felt that I should go back, kneal "Therse" where God had
go of% £114 my heart with joy. I return'd, the fear left, winds were calm,
beasts were nob there to mek afraid. OhJ the richness of thought waich God gave
me as I prayed to Him for His guldeing Spirilt to be with me forever.

My Covenants were to be for the might a1l along the road of life. I ask God
to ghow my father the truth vhen thoughts came foreibly to my mind that God was
now working on earth and that Father had seen and felt the light of God's love,
the Holy Spirit of which I would be 2 witness to the world, Then I felt to pray
for Him that had ben the ;:‘:ga of my joy, even for Joseph the Prophet,

My joy wee greab, and I asked God to give me His Spirit to caus ms Lo rejoice
in the knowledge of His love and His existance. Impressive thoughts thon came
that I should be blest with grest lmowledge, of which I would bare witness to
a1l the worid. The knowledge which He wonld give me through obediance to ihe
law of libverty, would alike be given to all mankind by obediznce therto, to know
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of their aceeptance before liim, A law in which no bondage dwells, exsepit the
bonds of love, Then there came over me the Spirit of love to God, Angels, and all
menj yea for the beasts of the e arth, Mo more fear was there in my soul. Joy,
peacs, love to all, £ild my heart wlt: thanks to God,

I retwrned home meditating on the impressive thoughts of Pather seeing the
light of God's love; and of God working on earth, of which I would be cald to
he aiﬂtmsa to all the world, On reaching homs, Hother asked what the mabter
was with me, &b first I did not fedl like telling beocaus of her mxiety for
Father, &he asked where I had bens Then I told her, and as I told my sbory, the
Spirit of God rested on us, uother wep with joys My bosom burnd within, Joy
ungpeakebel £ild my heart. We knelt down and Mother asked me to pray, While
praying my thoughts were for God's will to be done in convincing PFather of the
truth; that that light which gave so much joy to me (of vhish I now could testify
and of vhich I should testify in years to come) might vest down on my father,
that he with "us" might have the eterndl,

Mother prayed more for me than for my Fathey, thanking God for His Spirit
which has been manifest, and for God's will to bo done, A1l of which left ime
pressions for goods Again I weni in to the woods, and as the dey previous, bew
neath the bending hemlook bows where "oft" I had prayed, before bowing the knee
there seamed to Angelic Spirits or influsnues hovering round, The plage was a
Heaven of Joy, and with a knowladge of the past love, and a thirst for mere, I
bowed dovm and preyed to God as ’K&zzg, Him t0 accept my thénks for the past, and
agein agked Ilm for that mmw inf}.uﬁi;ae to be inoreased and that lmewlagge :
might be given to me to know God's will, And that I might have that love for
truth and m:miliaiion Qfl Spiriv as td ever lead me to give all the g;réiae to Gud
Who is the glver of thig life of joy and light which wms now shining round me,

Then from the midst of the light, there came 2 voive as from a man sayﬁbg,

" Wlook] behold the light which 1s the light surrounding the Throne of God?, I
opened my eyes and beheld that T wes surrounded by the light of which had ben
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spoken, ani of which my father had ben made to pertake, Again a,v‘foica':fmm the
midat of the light said unto me, "follow the example of your father! and "conbinue
thy praiee to God in hwnlliation, for thou were chosen of God for a time to am”&

fThe glory of that howr and day will be known when all shell alike know God,
and have recsived of that crowning light and glory',

In 1831 I had many verry strange dreamss And in concequence of my Nother be~
ing samewhat a believer in dveams, I was led to test the truth of some vhich came
to me, A1l so tested, proved to be from a souree of truth, or Jigh‘b; because by
that "light? all things are seen, And without thav "light" nothing is seen pﬁb
with the natural eyes A&t times I would dream of enemy!s persueing after e, when
sudenly there would a bright light appsar in the air before me, and I would rise
in the midst of the light and soar far above them, &% times would come cluse o
them, then they would sometimes try to lay hold on me, Sometimes I would soar he
Fyong the "1&&%” and through fear of same obher cbstruetion would light down on
the earth, Often in the day I would fanoy to myself that I could understand the
very thoughts of the hearts of all that tryed to entrap me, ALl these thoughts
would come. while meditating on the "Dreams of flying", So positive was manifesw
’baﬁimaa of this kﬁnd, that ofben I was lead to say and do bhings by intuliion,
Thus I was gulded by a yromp-bing of the then unknown "mesengér of truth®, wntill
I had learn'd by experimnce the purport of this silent premonition, Believeing
it to be-Divine, I would often follow after its dieté.tés in many gtrange Wayss I
would visit the house where thers were siék shildx'en; Take a babs in my arms and |
would feal this strange influenee prompbing me to pray that the healing Spirit of
God's love might rest on the sick, yea all, Though this was done in gilense, yet
I would go away wi'bh a faith in the promptings, and in the resgtitution to health.

Baoh occurance placed me on a more shure foundation in the belief of the ’78%5.3.3.
sgmall volce of God" that whispers peace to the contrite child of Gody 48 I growm
nore gaquanmd with the splrit prompiings, ond becams morve convercent with the

gospel of salvation, so much more was this intultion and whispering of Ged's




Bpirit confirmed in my mind, Therefore I sought wnto God for the light and know-
ledge that should ever guide my life, Going into a secluded place where prayer
had ben made before, I there fell by this same impulee that God had and would
bless me with knowledge by which I might lmow the diference between the apirit of
truth and the spirit of darinesss I was told by the voilge of the Spirity one
would caus joy and pease by ite imssiom, leaveing no shudering or chiling ceonm
sabtion, no doubt, The other influense (though greai in its force) leaves a man in
doubt, with a chiling fearful sensation, no joy, and no love of the wpirit manifope
ted, Iet it suffioce Yo say Lhat at that time there was muah‘ joy given to me, The
light of love shone brighi to my imward understanding, glving great richness and
elastioity to thoughte which emeanated from a fountain of light,

At a certain %ime one Br. Willice preach'i at my fathorts house and talked
about the near approach of the Son of Men, saying thal Jesus Christ would come 4n
the brightness of Iils glory, when the wicked would be gensumed, &1l of which would
come to pass inelde of five years, iAn impression came over md that the Brother
had stated a falshood or an untruth, After meting was out I sald the Dootrin
taught of Christ comcing was frlse, Father rapramanded me sharply for my doubt
of the comeing of Christ in five years, Br, Willice then maid, "if Christ did rot
coms in side of five years, he would burn Bible, Bock of Hormon and say goodby %o
religions "But I kneed not say if He does not come, for I lmow by the gift and
power of the Hely Ghost thet He willl come inside of five years, which I now prow
phecy in the name of Jesus C?miat‘{, Sueh was his language, and with such force
that I began Yo dowbt as to my own position, Then there came & thought o test,
by the rule of love and light, &ll things which claim to be of Gods By this rdle
his prophegy was made faloe,

Again when Joseph and Hyrum Smith were gon Lo liigsourl, when the Bruat;w!a
and Norwvis party were oub off from the Church, Theve cume a mighty tush of
1ight to mifd, and a great love for those Bruster and Norvis Bretherin, While

they were defending themselves the rule to test all things c¢laiming to be of
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God, was in my mind, I sey meny who did mot inow of themselves the kind of
spirit that was moveing them, Obhers were agting for mastery, All seamed fo
be moved by a zeal without knowledgo, therefore blind, and leading the blindy
then the contrary vote was oald (after ; unanimus voice was given to cub
them off from the ghurch) I was gompeld by this ever abiding love and the light
of God's spirit, to 1ifb my hand, At the same mament I looked round, saw ne
other hand up, then ralsed my hand high, then sprang o my feeb, tiptoed and
vhirled roud two or three times with both hands extended, and onliy ong hand wp

' beeides mine at the last ast of mine, Some 3 or less howrs after, therc cam 3

teachers to my Fether'!s house desireing Yo correst the greal evol of his son
Bara, who had voted against the Kiongdom of Gods Father then agked :Lf I had veted
as they said, then I said I did not, They thought then to prove me s lier, They
then rehersed my 1ifbting my hand, than higher, and glorylog in ny sheme ;aéd Bprang
to rny feat and tiptoed quivered my heands, whirling round thus voting against the
Kingdom of God which was to £111 the earths ind you deny vobtlng against God and
s Kingdom? Yes I do, was my reply to them, TFather then asked me if I voted,
awi in the manner they described? Yes I voted as described but for the Kingdom
of God, and all the church vobed agsinst the Kingdom and againgt the light and
truth of Heaven. 3

4s I vhus angwered my Father, there came a spirit upon me which made my soul
burn with joy and gladnees, Then I repeted that "IDoow I voted for God and His
Kingdom, 4&nd I kmow the Church all vobed against the Bingdom and against the
light and truth of Gody After counciling me to repont, and asking Father and
Yother to try to reglaim thelr son, they left, saying thoy would come again,

Again 3 teachers came, and as bufore with kindness of heard, and a desire
for my welfare, saught to turn my mind fran the light of Heaven to the darlmess of
an igaorant, blind and superstitious zeal, Again 3 dearly beloved hwretherin cams,
but to no good,  They asked fathoy and Hother what they wore going to doe with

their son? (me), Both answering, "We wil sustain our son Bgras He is a strange




boy. We were notdfyed that if we did not repend, malk restitution and confess
our fault, ws would be cut off from the church, and given over to the buffetings
of Saton,

Joseph and Hyrum returnd from ’Hissouri. The church came together. dJoseph then
apake a8 never man spoke before, Ghow'ld forth the love of God, portraid the gather-
ing together of Saints and Siners, Drew a figer of the gospel net in which the good
would be with the bad, and of the tares growing with the wheat, and of the Saints so
living that the tsres seeing their good works might be led to glerify Gode

The duty of the saints was to bind togethor humanitys %o throw round all the
arms of love., RNoi to be to selous for “there is a way that seameth right unto man
but the end thereof is death," MMeny take the influence of zeal to be the spivit
of God, bub is nota" "The evol epirit may often deeleve and lead man astray, they
are trying to divide the saints, bubt we are cald to hunt for the ons that is misig
from the fold whether saint or siner", "And now bretherin I wish to say smthi;ig
sbout the Bruster and Noris Brothers and Sisters., I met with them before going to
Missouri, The spirit of love, joy and péaae rested on us and the Holy Ghost bore
witness of their failth in God, 4And now I learn they are cubt off from the church.

I want some one to make a motion that all of them be restord to full fellowship,
without Baptism as though no action had been taken against them. MYotion put, and
carryed unanimously, then Joseph said "That little boy {as I héve ben told) that
tiptoed, whirld round and quivered his hands in yowr midst had the Spirit of the
Lord God of Isriel upon him®, vZeal without knewledge is that wey which seameth
right unto man, the end of which is death",

Here I had the same testimony (not only of the prophets word of confirmation)
but the Spirit of love for all mankind and the light by which man is gulded in the
waye of love, was given to me by and thru the rule which had previously ben given,

Wedks, wonths and years rold on, and I went out and returned as the sun rises
and seﬁ;; s rejouceing in the belief of some day being able to testify of that love

and light which was given to me in the woods, fields, metings and in all places
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where thers was a teat wonted. May God bs praised. He showed me the throldom
and clamoring of the vain, The alloy mixture from which there cama no gain. Bach
prodused no love for God} No love for man! No love for that lasting love that
turns the hopes of man from earth to Heaven and gives of the bread of 1ife! Bub
thay give to man chaff from the whirlwind of confusion end leave the world in
doubt and with a fearful forebodeing of things vo come, and withoub hope, The
light and love which was given to me served as a great leverage power to help me
Yo sesk for more of which God alone héd a .snpply.

I asked not in vain, when I would pray for Iis Spirit to guide me, And ag ab
the first when I felt that I had veseived of Hls Spirit to the forgiveness of wy
sins, and therefore desired to follow Christ in Bapiism, when I prayed unto God
that I might know my dubty. Then there came a volee unto me saying, "All cerimone
ies, ritual and edainances availeth nothing unto e, sayeth the Lord Ged without
the seal of My Spirit which is My priesthood and is the key to My kingdom, and %o
ary Oh My son, that many are

whonb sosver I will, the same shall be given,
deveived, thinking that becaus of cerimony snd ordainances whlch they have entemsd. .

into, that they have the right and the key to go in and oub at will, 4And tha‘b :
' they can confirm the same righte on whomb they will. Oh £obls and slow of heart .
to Jmow the waye of Gods Know Yo nob that the key to the dore af'haawn 19 light
to

and love) Wes nob your Lord and Savier "in and of the Kingdom befox'e ﬂa came
John for baptian? Yoo verilyl Now, My son, blessed art thou, fm:' thow hast the
key to God's abundant store of blesaings., Follow He in the regeneration and re-w
newal in God's love, born of the splrit and of water, water being the similitude
of cleansing and puwrifying, =nd of my bLuryel and resevection, Be patdent, for
many are cald while thou art chosen, Therefore regeive ye the comforter vhich
will menifest many things to thee in time, becaus thou art chosen of God for to

be a witness to a darkened people, for He has eald you to fead the flock when hunm
gor shal come upon then, Therefore be humble my son". Then the good Spirih of
love was so great bowards a1l momiind that I folt all would came to the kmowledge

of the truth.
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At the solemn agsembly in Kir*_calmci, vhen the Angels sppeard, there the Spirit
of truth was given to me %o kuow the marvelous power of God's love, In the woods,
fields, and bapiiem, conflrmation, and in ail and evry place, the self same Bpirit
of lwea. gontinued in my very soul, and with a great desire to pertake of 1life more
sbundantly, remembering the key of light and love, and that "He that loveth not,
knoweth not God, for God is lovel,

Nauvoo, June 22nd, 18LL 7300 pem.
Words of Joseph and Hyrum Smith

"The right to appoint is the lord's, and man is His agenb to caxry out God's
will and purpos, Bul when men seek to council God, or set bounds for the Holy
Spirit, then blindness hapens to Iserel., As the Apostle sald, Blindness in pard
had happened unto Iseral, then delusion is great, Burely they mey know the mind
of God as far as they have reseived it, but no farther. Tie mind cammot »nmm
hend without the spirit, B ub many, having known the truth, and having ben blest
in Spirit, feal that all is known thab is necessary to set them fres, wise, unto
salvation, A1 such are mistaken, The fulmess of the gospel is in having the
Holy Spirit in you springing up into everlasting life. This wil meke you fvee,
free indeed, Many are being led away by their own vane concelpt, refering to the
Bible, and Imaér not the Spirit they are éfs.‘ But thou shalt render a x‘:&ghtaus
Jjudgement to the troubled onmes in the dark and cloudy day, And by ~“s”ahe ugb& of
Godts Spirit, you will be able to know the truth, which truth hath made you froe,
and by your 15@;%, many vri_ll' be trought to lmow the truth.® Joseph forther exorted
me to keep humbl® before the Lord. "Bost not of thine own strenght, but beware of
Saﬁmia abbenps Lo make you feal your ovm mthingméss.” "Your mission wiich wag o
glven bo you in 1840 is not at an end, as I told you then that I would 8}3@83{ )
youi’ agedn on that suwbject. The Lord has seen thy mrk&, thy faith and thy humiii'by.
He remewbereth His sﬁvan&nts with His children, even all, And now dear brother, I
will propegy unto you that thy deys shal be many, thou wilt see the wicked flurish,

and the Isriel of God become faint and broken v;;), the great falling from the true
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faith in Ged, and the time vhen darkness will come upon the church and meny will
be brough: to mowrning becaus of the blindness of their hearts, Yot the Lord will
remeuber is Covenants and fran the lolnes of Joseph, and through His chosen anes,
He will foal after them, God will move by His Splxrit upon you, dear brother,; and
upon. the fruit of my loines, and upon His fishers and His hwaters, calling upon
them to go forth anougue s people, to redeen them from the darkness inbo which
they had fallen, Then cometh the redemption of Zion, and the gloryfying of hex
children, = And in the dark and cloudy day, shalt thou stand forth among the people
and from house Lo house testify of the things of God, and of the sins of
covebousness and pride, |

Thou are clothod with the power of the pricsthood from on high, which has
ben seald on thy head by the will of God as it was on the head of His servent,
for the egtablishing of His work and Kingdom on the earth, Therefore, when God
ghal meove by ELS Spirit upon yow, arise and pour forth Lrom the fountain, such
thing as Ged shal give, Confirm the Church, build up the cast down, redeem the
cagtaway, and h@t. for the 3.95@.“ He then said (puting forth his right hand on-
my head, and his left raised towards Heaven, and Hyrum's hands on my heed) "Thou
hast the light, kesp it trimed and burning, Ood will thwort the devicss of men
and Gavels, and give victory to His caus and to His chosen ones, His serventa
t&:&i will Live right and authority to preash, tesch, expound, and be to all the
mx'ld; and to the Chwoh, a woubhwpease for God and His caus and Kingdome The
Lod hao looked upon thee, hecaus af'thine own humility and willingness to give
the glory to your father in ﬁéaﬁn; and to the giver of all goods Therefore as
the one holding the right to appoint by the Spirit, such as God may chose, I now
arpoint and confimm agein gll the blessings of the priesﬁhaed on your heads And
we seal upon thee the blessings of Heawven, and the authority ie build up the
Church inm all its parls and branches, %vhiah %e now geal aﬁaw with all the blesp-
ings, ordainations apd promeses, and Apasileship, with evyy gift that is cplrite
ual, in the nae of Jesus Christ, even so, Aumen,
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Hyrun Swith then said f:.hét "The Lord wil select a few chosen ones to doe a
graat and marvilous work, Many of us wil be halen awsy, and maney Wil be lifted
up in the pride of their hearts and forgelt Gods Vhile a few will hold on %o the
rod of iron., Bub after.the tribulation has ben upon the church and the worild
lomg enough then, the Lord will move upon His chosen ones, to stand forth in
the day of Hig power, Then, your mouth will be opened and the fishgrs and
hunters will go.forth to redeem Zion and her people beceus of a fanin which will
come for the word of God, Abide thy time and God will male lmowm His will unto
thee, and give thee the comforter, preserv thy life threw dangers from without,
and very great, and manmy within, Yet you will live to enjoy the spirit that
shal turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, in that dark and cloudy
day, and many shall call you the Blest of God, which may He grant in the name
of Jesus Christ, Auen',

Afver being ordained by Joseph Smith, he sald "You are now on a mission
from this time hence forth, now when are you going®. My answer wasy when I gob
an education suffieient, "Oant you blest like a oall®, I answered that I
thought the people would think my talk ve:y much like a ¢21f bleating. “ﬁm} yw,
san teach this generation®, Joseph then prophegysd on my head and ascte of futurs
life much in the line of my ordaination, and the great wrk of restitution of
Isriel after the faling away, and when God would set His hadn "again® the gecond
time Lo recover His peoples |

Hyrum also prophecyed, forewtelling of what should come Lo pass with me, all
of which has so far ben varified, On my leaving for Wisconson, Hyrum went with
me to the upar steamboat landing, gave much valuable couwncils Gave me his hand
when I was on boat and he waz on the shore, and then again reaffermd the truth
of all that had been previously sald or don pertaining to my appointment, and
Godts work with me as prophegyed of,




