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Harriet Neeley Strong 

 

Harriet Neeley was born September 10, 1839 in Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois.  

She was the seventh child born to Lewis Neeley Senior and Elizabeth Miller Neeley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               Elizabeth Miller                                     Lewis Neeley Senior 



There were eleven children born in this family, eight boys and three girls.  Their 

names in order were Alanson (1829-1832), William (1830-1913), Armenius (1832-

1832, Mary Jane (1833-1909), Armenius (1836-1908), Lewis Arnold (1838-1840), 

Harriet (1839-1904), Lewis (1841-1916), John (1843-1845),  Hyrum Smith (1844-

1845), and Elizabeth Ann (1847-1847). Elizabeth Neeley died as a result of her last 

child birth while in Winter Quarters, Feb. 2, 1847. 

 

The Neeleyôs were converts to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in New 

York during the early days of the church.  They joined with the Saints in Nauvoo,  

Hancock County, Illinois. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early photo of Nauvoo and Nauvoo Temple 

Harriet was present and vividly remembered seeing the bodies of Joseph Smith Jr. 

and his brother Hyrum being brought back from the Carthage Jail.  She remembered 

the sadness and tears and fear throughout Nauvoo.  As the persecution increased 

she prepared to leave their beloved Nauvoo with the rest of her family.  They joined 

Captain Warren Footôs Hundred and Captain Wallôs Ten, traveling westward with them 

to Utah in 1846.  They crossed the Mississippi River when it was frozen over to       

escape the persecution.  Their challenges were just beginning.  The trek West was 

very trying for the family.  Harrietôs mother Elizabeth died less than one week after  

delivering a baby girl at Kanesville, Iowa, This young baby, Elizabeth Ann died seven 

months later. The family lived in Winter Quarters for about three years before they  

began their journey to Salt Lake.  They were the seventh company to arrive in the 

year 1850, three years after the first company of pioneers arrived in the valley of the 

Great Salt Lake.  They had stayed in Iowa for most of those three years planting 

crops and building cabins for those that were following after them. Harriet would have 

been eleven at the time. 



During the time the family was in Florence Harrietôs father, Lewis, met and married 

another woman, Sophia Parsons Ketchum.  She was part Cherokee Indian and came 

into the marriage with four children of her own.  She apparently had a cross disposi-

tion because she treated all of the children, her own included, very harshly and was  

abusive to all of them.  Harriet was baptized a member of the Mormon Church in 1848 

when she was nine years old. 

 

        Sophia Parsons Ketchum Neeley 

 

 

 

One of Harrietôs responsibilities was to knit socks while she walked across the plains.  

She used every available moment to knit the socks while she walked.  On one occa-

sion when they made camp, she, with a girl friend, took their knitting and wandered 

away from the rest of the group.  When she returned to camp her knitting was not to 

be found.  She and her friend went searching for the knitting but were unable to find it.  

She was so afraid of what her step mother would do when she found out about the 

lost knitting that Harriet knelt in prayer and asked for help In finding the knitting.  

When she returned to camp she found the knitting tucked neatly in the apron she was 

wearing.  This experience was always very sacred to her and helped to add to her 

burning testimony of the gospel. 

 

Upon their arrival in the Salt Lake Valley Lewis was able to procure two lots on the 

southwest corner of 900 East and 600 South.  There he built a one room adobe 

house for the family to live in.  Harriet did not enjoy living home and would seek     

employment out of her house.  At times she would work just for board and room so 

she did not have to return to the over-crowded home on 9th East and 600 South.  

One time she was visiting her married sister, Mary Wright in Brigham City and decid-

ed it was time to return to Salt Lake.  She set out walking, hoping someone would 

pass by her in a buggy and offer her a ride.  She became very hot, tired and thirsty on 

her walk from Brigham City to Salt Lake and stopped at a house by the roadside and 

asked for a drink of water.  While the water was being brought to her she fainted.  

These good people took her in and cared for her for several days while she recov-

ered.  She remained with them until she was well enough to continue her way to Salt 

Lake City.  This was the home of William Strong and Martha B. Alvord Strong.  She 

became very good friends with this family before returning to Salt Lake. 

 

 



William Strong was a strong believer in plural marriage.  His wife, Martha B. Alvord 

was not.  The couple was divorced in the Fall of 1855 opening up the way for       

Harriet's marriage to William Strong.  The couple was married, and sealed and she 

was endowed on April 17, 1856 in Brigham Young's office in the Endowment House 

by Brigham Young.  William had also promised a Mormon Battalion friend, Benjamin 

Richmond, that he would marry Benjaminôs widow should he die.  On the same day 

that William married Harriet he also married Sarah Garlick Richmond in Brigham 

Youngôs office in the Endowment House. The marriages were witnessed by Williamôs 

parents, Jacob and Sarah Hill Strong who were also sealed the same day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endowment House, Temple Square, Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Record of William and Harriet Marriage, in Williamôs own handwriting, Family Bible 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lewis Neeley Sr. ranch house, Granite, Utah, Harriet would have lived here with her father Lewis 

Neeley Sr. and his wife Sophia Parsons Ketchum Neeley. 

Harriet and William had thirteen children, the first four were born in Springville, Utah 

where the family had moved during the ñUtah Warò. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William and Harriet Strong with William Hill and Emmeline Jane 

This photograph was taken several years after leaving Springville 

 



While living in Springville Harriet had to part with her first child.  When two years of 

age Sarah Elizabeth was burned very badly.  According to Ida, another of Harrietôs 

children, her clothes caught fire from an open fireplace.  She was buried in the Salt 

Lake City cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Elizabeth Strong tombstone 

In 1864 the family moved back to Salt Lake where the remainder of the children were 

born and where they all grew to adulthood, except one.  Louis Napoleon Strong died 

one month after he was born. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louis Napoleon Strong, b. Dec. 6, 1867  d. Dec. 23, 1867.   

Name spelled Incorrectly on tombstone.. 

 

 



 Harriet and her family had to endure many of the hardships of those early days.  They 

endured the invasion of the crickets and saw the miracle of the seagulls eating those 

crickets and disposing of them over the Great Salt Lake.  She told her daughter of the 

terrible grasshopper plague.  She said the grasshoppers were so bad they were as 

bad as the crickets eating everything in sight.  They would attach themselves to your 

clothing and ñalmost eat the clothing from off their backs.ò  She also talked of the 

good times they had.as a family. ñThey used to sweep the door yard and then remove 

their shoes and stockings and enjoy themselves dancing.  They would not dare to 

dance in their shoes for fear they would wear them out.ò  Harrietôs brother William 

Neeley, made a violin which he played for them to dance by. 

 

Harrietôs time was very occupied providing for her family.  Her children were born 

about every two years so she had much to do.  She would spin and weave material 

for the familyôs clothing on a loom belonging to Sarah Strong, her mother-in-law.  She 

also knit the stockings for her family.  In the early days she also made all of the soap, 

candles and rag carpets for the family to use.  She also made butter which she would 

take to the market to sell and earn a bit of extra cash. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A spinning wheel and loom like this would have been used by Harriet to provide for the family 



On December 24, 1888 William Strong died, leaving Harriet with seven children, four 

of whom were unable to support themselves.  The oldest two of these children also 

passed away shortly after Williamôs death.  This was a very trying time for Harriet.  

The family had just moved into their new brick house from their old log house and  

William had died that winter.  He died very suddenly with heart disease caused by his 

long march with the Mormon Battalion and the rheumatic fever that he contracted 

some time before that.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

827 East 400 South, William and Harrietôs house, probably the brick home he built 

 

The family had received a government pension while William was alive, but because 

Harriet was a plural wife she could not receive that pension after his death.  With the 

aid of a friend, William Fuller, who lived in the Tenth Ward, she was able to get back 

the pension.  He offered his services for free knowing of the familyôs circumstances.  

She received twelve dollars a month which was paid quarterly.  This was not enough 

to support the family but it did help a great deal. 

 

Marvin was one year and seven months old when William died.  Even with this young 

child Harriet accepted a calling to be a Relief Society visiting teacher in the Tenth 

Ward, which position she filled faithfully.. Shortly after Williamôs death Harrietôs step- 

mother, Sophia Ketchum Neeley, came to stay with Harriet one winter while she was 

being treated for cataracts.  Sophia was quite blind and needed considerable care.  

Harriet cared for her and gave her as much attention as she could while the doctors 

treated her cataracts. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back row: l to r: Mary Lodema Dodge, Ira Armenious, William Hill, Leroy Neeley. Middle row:, l to r, 

Harriet Lucinda Hogan, Ida Violet Groom, Harriet Neeley Strong, Emmaline Jane Freeman, Helen 

Maud Forrest, Front row: Marvin Albert 

In the Spring of 1894 Harriet moved from Salt Lake City to Willow Creek, now Ucon, 

Idaho to be near two of her daughters, Mary and Emma, who had moved there with 

their husbands.  She homesteaded a quarter section of sage brush land which is now 

near where Ucon is built.  A small one room house was erected about where the 

Ucon mill now stands and this was the beginning of the Strong home in Idaho.      

Harriet had sold her property in Emigration Canyon in Salt Lake City and with the  

proceeds she was able to buy a team of horses, a cow, and farm implements which 

aided her greatly in getting a start.  The whole family had to work to clear the land of 

sage brush and build a fence and get the land in condition whereby crops could be 

planted and cared for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harriet Strong's land, Ucon, Idaho, 1940 



Once when Harriet was going out to plant in the garden she tripped on the clothes 

prop and fell and broke her arm.  It was broken in the elbow and when it healed it 

was stiff.  After this she could no longer put her right hand up to her head.  She still 

kept her hair straight and combed by using her left arm and hand. 

 

Her daughter Ida described her mother, Harriet, as ñalways full of hope and courage, 

never looking for the impossible.  She was always of a cheerful disposition rather of 

the merry-making type.  She would sing and step dance and also knew how to play 

the Jewôs harp.  Some of the songs she used to sing were óMistletoe Boughô, óShine 

on Silver Moonô, and many church songs.ò 

 

Harriet was very active in the Willow Creek Ward.  She was the Primary President of 

the Ward for a number of years as well as a visiting teacher in the Relief Society.  

She would walk over three miles to visit the sisters she was responsible for and then 

walk the three miles back home again.  She said she ñwas tired to make the walk but 

always happy in the work.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harriet and three of her siblings: Lewis Neeley Jr., Armenius Miller Neeley, Mary Jane Neeley and 

Harriet Neeley. 



Harriet worked hard on her land and in 1897 a new three room house was built which 

made the familyôs life much more comfortable.  Lawn was planted in the front and also 

trees and flowers were added.  In the summer of 1899 the railroad came through the 

town and Harrietôs house was right in the way.  The house had to be moved back in 

the field where it stood for a number of years.  Harriet felt very bad about losing her 

lawn, trees and flowers. 

 

In the Spring of 1900 Harriet suffered a paralytic stroke and was unconscious for   

several days and it was thought that she could not get better.  A Doctor Wright of Salt 

Lake City came up to see her and he did not entertain much hope for her recovery.  

She was sick for three months and during that time was not able to lie down for any 

period of time.  She died January 13, 1904, death being due to heart trouble. 

 

Funeral services were held at Willow Creek and the body was shipped to Salt Lake 

City where another service was held in the Tenth Ward Chapel and she was buried 

next to her husband William in the Salt Lake City Cemetery.   

 

 

 

   Williams family bible page listing Harriet's death 

                          

                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 William and Harrietôs tombstone 

 

 



 



 



 



 


