
Maria Catherine 

Hauer 

b. 17 April 1775 d. 1 October 1852 

 

Maria Catherine Hauer was born on 17 April 1775, the fifth of eleven children born to 
Anthony and Barbara Hauer.  She was born in Stumpstown, (now Fredericksburg), 
Lancaster (now Lebanon), Pennsylvania.  She was christened in St. John’s church in 
Stumpstown on 23 April 1775.  St. John’s church in Stumpstown had a very interesting 
history.  The first St. John’s church was a log church built in 1739, it was attacked and 
burned by the Native Americans in the area during the French and Indian War.  A new 
log church was erected on the same site and stood from 1766 until it was replaced by 
a new brick church in 1827.  No rendering of the old log church can be found.  This old 
log church would have been the church that Maria Catherine was christened in. 

 

Anthony and Barbara Hauer's family consisted of the following children. Peter              
b. 1763 d. 28 February 1863; Elizabeth (twin) b. 1769 d. 1815; Jacob (twin) b. 1769    
d. unknown; Heinrich b. 1770 d. about 28 September 1824; Maria Catherina  b. 17 
April 1775 d. 1 October 1852;  Anna Barbara b. 29 March 1778 d. 1830; Maria Barbara 
b. about 1779 d. unknown;  Maria Eva b. 1 April 1780 d. 1829; Johann b. 17 May 1787 
d. about 1842; Anthony b. 22 December 1790 d. 20 February 1867; and Elisabeth      
b. 5 June 1791 d. unknown.  

 

This is an extremely important period of time in World history, particularly in the Ameri-
ca’s.  In 1775 King George III is really punishing the colonies in America for the Boston 
Tea Party and for disobeying his laws.  During this year he sends 2,000 troops to the 
town of Concord to confiscate munitions.  The troops are shot at and they shoot back.  
Seventy-two redcoats are killed and forty-nine colonists die.  Emotions are high on 
both sides, both the British and Americans blame each other for firing the first shot, 
Fighting erupts in New York and the battle of Bunker Hill takes place in Massachusetts.  
See the painting on the next page.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bunker Hill, June 17, 1775 

 

 

Maria Catherine Hauer’s baptism record is found in Saint John’s Lutheran Church   
records in Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On July 4, 1776 the second Continental Congress declares independence from Great 
Britain.  The declaration is recognized in Britain as an act of rebellion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While Maria Catherina was growing up in Lancaster one of the familiar sights for her 
would have been Herr’s grist mill.  Built in 1838, it did not cease operation until 1924.  

 



By 1783 King George III has had enough of the war with the colonies.  He declares 
the colonies “free and independent.”  In Paris delegates from the colonies sign the 
Treaty of Paris ending the war with Britain.  America was now free to govern itself.. 

 

It is possible that James Strong Jr. was  maybe working for Anthony Hauer (father of 
Maria Catherina) and that is how they met. Nothing has been found to detail their 
courtship or marriage.  1793 is the year we have for their marriage, it comes from the 
Family Data Collection.  No source is listed for that date.  We can only assume it is 
near correct since Maria Barbara (oldest child), was born in 1793.  Also there is a Salt 
Lake Temple TIB ordinance card for James Jr. and Catherine listing their marriage 
year as 1793.  This ordinance was done by their great grandson William H. Strong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



It is interesting that the TIB index card shows the birth date for James Jr. as 1765, that 
was the date the Strong family organization thought was correct for years.  After the 
advent of DNA it was discovered the birth date was actually that of James Jr.’s brother 
John Strong.  It is also interesting that the birth place of James Jr. is listed as Ireland.  
No actual record has been found for the birth of James Jr. 

 

James Strong Jr. died in 1837 leaving Catherine alone with one small child.  Since the 
1840 Census shows Catherine living alone with a child age 5 to 9 it is assumed this 
child was a granddaughter since Catherine’s youngest daughter would have been 
Mary and she would have been 26.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The child living with Catherine was probably the daughter of Elizabeth Strong Schultz, 
second daughter and third child born to James Jr. and Catherine.  Mary Schultz was 
born in 1832 which would have made her 8 years old at the time of the 1840 census. 



Why Mary Schultz is living with Catherine is not known.  Catherine was getting older 
at the time and maybe her daughter Elizabeth sent her daughter Mary to help care 
for Catherine.   

 

The 1850 census also shows Catherine still living independently with a young 18 
year old woman named Mary Schultz living with her. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is most certainly her granddaughter from Elizabeth.  Mary Schultz gets married 
to John Peter Shilling in 1854, two years after the death of Catherine. 

 

On the 1850 census Catherine is listed as being 90 years old.  We know her birth 
was 17 April 1775, so on this census she should have been listed as 75 years old.  It 
cannot be determined who gave the information for this census to the census taker.  
Maybe her granddaughter Mary just thought she was ninety years old.  We may    
never know the answer to this question.  Her tombstone does not help either.  She is 
buried in the old Union Cemetery in Strongstown.  Her tombstone is shown on the 
next page. 



 

Maria Catherine Hauer tombstone 

Old Union Cemetery, Strongstown, Pennsylvania 

 

 

 

 












