
The Jacob Strong Family Organization —— 
           

MISSION STATEMENT:  To join together in warm congeniality    

with the descendants of Jacob Strong for the purpose of coordinating  Volume 6 

our efforts to gather, authenticate and share the ancestry and histories of  April, 2014 

Jacob Strong and his wives, Sarah Hill and Alice Fish. 

 Sharon Jeppsen located this beautiful story about the need for and importance of family history work.  
It is not our family story, but easily could be.  With the help of all of you, our family, too is standing on sacred 
ground as we seek to find and complete temple work for our beloved ancestors.  Our latest block of research 
centered on Sarah Hill and her lineage (results reported below).   We appreciate and need many donations, 
financial as well as donations of photographs, stories and time.  In addition, if there are any of you who would 
be interested in joining us on the Jacob Strong Family History Committee, we would welcome you.  Thank you 
for being the wonderful family you are! 

 
James LeSueur Story  
 "I had been in the missionary field about 26 months when I was handed a cablegram stating that my 

brother Frank had been killed by outlaws in Arizona while serving in a sheriff's posse, and that I was released 

to return home. I was horrified for Frank and I were like David and Jonathan in our affections. He had been 

called upon a mission but was told by the First Presidency to wait until I returned from mine. We had agreed 

when we last parted that we would gather genealogy, do temple work and any other work the Lord wanted us 

to do. Now I was deprived of his association. I asked the Elders to pray for me. Each one uttered a humble 

prayer in my behalf; then I prayed and asked the Lord why my brother was taken, and whether it was the 

Lord's will, and I also wanted to know why he was called home. I was answered by a voice speaking from 

above saying: "Your brother was called for the same purpose as was President Woodruff's son." I having read 

of President Woodruff's testimony of his son being drowned in Idaho and of his going to the Lord in prayer and 

asking why he was taken, when an angel appeared and asked which of all his sons he would prefer to have in 

charge of missionary work among his relatives in the spirit world." My mourning for my brother was over, for I 

know he was well qualified for that all important service.  

 Although my sorrow had been assuaged by words of comfort from the Lord, still I had a longing to see 

my brother. I felt in my heart that I would be able to see him. … I went on an inspection trip with my father 

into the mountains where Frank had been in charge of several bands of sheep. As we rode on horseback from 

sheep camp to sheep camp, I felt that Frank was with us. Everywhere we went they spoke of what a wonderful 

young man he was.  
 When we retired at night to sleep under the canopy of heaven, I had a feeling that he was so near that 
I could easily see him. After my father had retired, I went out a short distance and engaged in prayer and asked 
the Lord for the permission of seeing him and of witnessing the service in which he was engaged. I had a firm 
belief that I would, and with that in mind, retired. As I thought about seeing him, all at once,… my spirit was 
outside my body. I saw my body lying beside my father and then the personage standing beside my spiritual 
body. The personage was dressed in white and I knew he was my guardian angel. He said, "Come, go with me."  
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…We presently came into a large city. As we entered the city, I knew the city was where the spirits lived who 

had not been resurrected. … In the midst of the city, we came to a large building covering an entire  

block, about like our ten acre blocks, and it was four stories high. A door was opened by a young lady, who 

beckoned us to enter. I wondered who the young lady was, as I looked to see if I had met her before. The 

attending angel said: "This young lady is a relative of yours, who, while living in mortality, was killed. She is 

now doing missionary service among your relatives who have died without a knowledge of the Gospel, and 

the people assembled here are your relatives waiting to hear the Gospel preached to them.  

 I looked over the congregation estimated that there were about as many as at conference time in the 

great Salt Lake Tabernacle…. They seemed eager to hear and were a highly intelligent group. The seating was 

arranged in the form of an amphitheater in circles, with one tier of seats above the other so that all could see 

and hear the speaker, who stood in the center of the room below. He also was dressed in white. In a clear, 

forceful address he explained the necessity of the atonement of the Lord and of faith in Him then led off to a 

discussion of repentance and baptism. I thought how like our missionaries in the field, for he used almost  

precisely the same arguments, except that after explaining the necessity of the second birth in water as a 

means of securing forgiveness of sins to the repentant believer, he pointed out that they could not be       

baptized in the spirit world, that baptism was an earthly covenant, and must be made while in mortality, but 

that it could be attended to vicariously for them by living relatives and friends acting as proxies and going into 

the baptismal fonts in the Temples and being baptized and then confirmed for them, where they would have 

the Holy Ghost conferred upon them and thus be baptized of the Spirit. He explained that there were faithful 

relatives now gathering their names for earthly records and going into these Holy Temples and doing the    

essential saving service for them.  

 As he finished his address to the attentive listeners, he turned around, for he had had his back toward 

me, and looked up at me and smiled the most joyous smile I had ever witnessed. I saw then it was my brother 

Frank! … I thought, "Oh if I could attain such supernal joy I would be willing to go through any preparation 

that the Lord desires for me!  

 Standing by his side was a young lady of medium height, with round features, and large piercing     

eyes -- very beautiful. I wondered who she was and was told by the angel that she was to be Frank's wife. I 

looked at her carefully that I might know her when I met her again. Then we passed into two other depart-

ments in the same building, also containing the spirits of my relatives who were in the spirit-prison. The first 

group was arranged in classes in groups of thirty to forty with a teacher over each group. They were being 

taught how to read, write, spell, etc., like our common grade schools, by efficient teachers, except that each 

class did not have a separate room. They did not seem to disturb each other and there was the utmost order 

and decorum exhibited and the spirit scholars seemed to be intent in learning. I thought that here they are 

being prepared with sufficient education to be taught and fully appreciate the beautiful principles of the   

Gospel and that this, too, was a part of the missionary service given.  

 Then we passed into a third room also covering an entire block and containing many thousands of 

spirits. Here however, was confusion, quarreling, strife, and those attending these were trying to pacify them. 

Many seemed to refuse to be pacified and some seemed to require a force to keep them from attempted  

violence. I was told that these also were my relatives who lived on earth during the period of the dark ages, 

when so much sin, ignorance and war were rampant and when men were held as slaves to cruel masters and 

wicked potentates 
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  The guardian angel then said, 'We will go back to your body,' … and in a very short time we came 

again to the forest where the sheep camp was, and we were down beside the bed. I looked at my body and 

my sleeping father, … and up into the handsome features of the angel. He smiled and nodded a good-bye, 

and in an instant my spirit re-entered my body. I sat up, awoke my father and told him of my experience.  

Afterward, as I told my mother of the young lady who had been killed and described her, she recognized her 

as my cousin, Nellie Oderkirk of Vernal, Utah, who while riding a horse was thrown off. Her foot caught in the 

stirrup, and she was dragged. When the horse was stopped she was dead. She was a very splendid young    

lady, and worthy of that service to which she was called.  

 A few days after this a Sister Kempe came from a neighboring town and sought interview with my  

parents saying that her daughter Jennie had died a few weeks previously and on her death-bed, had told her 

that my brother Frank LeSueur had appeared to her and asked that she become his wife. She had consented. 

Then he told her to inform her mother and tell her also that she was going to die and ask her mother to go 

and visit his folks and obtain their consent to the union. … My folks called me in to help decide the question. 

When shown the photo of the young lady, I recognized that she was the same young lady that I had seen 

standing beside him in the services conducted in the spirit house. The sealing was performed in the Salt Lake 

Temple.  
 

 
Do you want to help?  How about gathering photos and stories from your living ancestors? 

       Help your parents, grandparents, or great aunt label photos                                                         
        (write on back with soft lead pencil) 

       Scan their photos into the computer, label, and make a backup copy on a CD or flash drive. 

       Record their fun memories--ask open-ended questions:  

   o   What did you and your brothers & sisters do for fun as children? 

   o   What did you do as chores? 

   o   What was the scariest thing that happened to you as a child?  Funniest?   Happiest? 

   o   Include senses in your questions such as: What did it feel like?  What did it smell like? 

   o   Ask names of siblings, parents, grandparents 

  
Feedback:  We would love to hear from you when you have finished one of these challenges! 
Please write to the address below and tell us how you felt as you relived experiences with your    
parent or grandparent.  Let us know if you would be willing to allow us to share them in a future 
newsletter or put them on our website: 
  
 Name:  Florie Fullmer 
 E-Mail: taibco@comcast.net 
 Address: 1511 East 7335 South 
        Cottonwood Heights, Utah 84121 

 

 

 

How Can I Help? 
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Click in and enjoy the most incredible website you will ever have the opportunity to see:                 

jacobstrongfamily.org.  There are photographs, stories, histories and tidbits you may not find any-

where else.  Guaranteed enjoyment for all!  If you have questions, things you would like to see added 

or anything website oriented, contact Christie Kimball our webmaster at christie_kimball@mac.com  

mailto:taibco@comcast.net


 Do any of you remember the 1980 Strong Reunion??  It was announced on March 4 that the church 

building where we held the reunion (100 South and 400 East in Salt Lake City) is going to be demolished to 

build a Hope Lodge for cancer patients who travel for treatments to stay free of charge.  The LDS Church    

donated the land and building which had originally been built in 1951.  Much of the interior doors, lighting 

fixtures, paneling and hardwood floors were recovered and donated to Habitat for Humanity to use in building 

homes for the needy or sold from Habitat’s retail store where the profits go to families in need.  The Hope 

Lodge is scheduled for completion in the summer of 2015.  The American Cancer Society has raised most of 

the $18 million needed but are open for donations if anyone is interested.  Donations can be made to 

www.hopelodgeutah.org. 

 

Dear family members:   

 It is the time of year again when we need to ask for your help and support.  We just met as leadership 

of the family organization to plot out where our future research should take place.  You will find that           

information included in this newsletter.  Hiring a professional researcher is quite expensive—usually from 

$1,000-1,500 for a beginning report.  In order to hire a researcher as well as continue this newsletter we must 

again ask you for financial assistance.  If you could consider making a $50 per year family donation or a $25 

per year individual donation to help us with this endeavor we would be so grateful.   

 Not only are we grateful for your support, but think how grateful our ancestors who have passed on  

before us would be for us to find them all so their information may be included in our family genealogy.  

Please open your hearts and continue to help us in this great family history work.   

 Thank you so much for all you do for us and the family. 

(Include the family notification slip found on page 6 with your contribution.) 

  

 The Jacob Strong Family History Committee consists of as many people as are interested to join with 

us from all branches of the family.  Some are serving Latter-day Saint Missions and serve “long distance.”  All 

of us would love to have any other family members who might be           

interested, whether you feel you are skilled or not, to join with us.  Current 

members of the committee are Lynn Strong, Bud and Viki Strong, Florie 

Fulmer, Sharon Jeppsen, Julie Farr, Tony and Susan   Olsen, Nanette 

Zastrow, Sandy Allison, Gerald and Jan Haddock, Christie Kimball,      

Brian Tibbets, Mary Tibbets and Kathy Calkins. 

                                                   

 

If you are interested in joining with us, please feel free to contact Sharon 

Jeppsen at typha@mstar.net.  We would LOVE to have you join with us. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                              

Jacob Strong Family History Committee 

1980 Strong Reunion 

Financial Report 
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 In past years, we have hired a professional researcher to help us get past some of the “dead ends” that 

we encountered.   Most recently, he has worked on the ancestral line of Sarah Hill (wife of Jacob Strong).  The 

information provided to us was sadly not conclusive as far as her parentage.  It was mentioned that “probably”  

her parents were Robert and Rachel Hill.  We are going through the information we received in more detail at 

this point in time and will try to get a more definitive answer before anything is published.  We caution you 

not to use those names as definite family members until more information is obtained.  If you are interested in 

helping with further research on that line, please let us know.  

 We have discovered that we cannot progress on the Strong, Howard and now Hill family lines.  The 

Family History Committee has decided that at this point in time a better use of the finances donated to the  

family would be to pursue the Alice Fish Walsh line, Jacob Strong’s second wife.  We are hoping that this 

family line will provide us more information.   

 

 Ron Tanner, Group Product Owner of FamilySearch Family Tree has offered some new information 

concerning this wonderful site.  “Family Tree is a single, shared pedigree of humankind.  Everyone works    

together on the same genealogical entries for their shared ancestors.  The Family Tree is collaborative and 

open, allowing users to fix erroneous data, even if they did not contribute that information.  To help in moving 

towards accuracy, Family Tree provides flexible and reusable sourcing, editable conclusions that can be tagged 

to sources, reasons to explain why the conclusion is accurate, and a change log to easily recover from errone-

ous editing.  Security is important to FamilySearch; therefore, no living genealogical information you enter is 

shared with any other users.”    

 Since the general release of Family Tree in early 2013, many features have been added:    

 

 Search Records      

 Add a person not connected to your line 

 Printed reports 

 Life Sketch 

 Report Abuse 

 Delete a person 

 

 Planned Features to help with accuracy and improve the Family Tree experience are: 

 

 Create a source from an uploaded image  -  the ability to use your scanned images as sources 

 More living features 

 Automated Hinting of matching records  -  Family Tree will automatically search historical records and 

show matches 

 Detection of questionable data  -  Family Tree checks to make sure data is consistent 

 Descendancy view  -  Provide an additional view to show multiple generations of children from an        

identified ancestor 

 Sharing of living families  -  Work with others in your family to document living as well as deceased     

relatives 

 Check it out at www.familysearch.org and have some FUN!!! 

Research Report 

FamilySearch Family Tree:  What’s New and What’s Next 

 Notes 

 Photos and stories 

 Interactive Fan Chart 

 Improved Visibility 

 History List 
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RECORD OF REUNION 

HELD BY STRONG FAMILY IN TENTH WARD CHAPEL 

AND AMUSEMENT HALL, APRIL 9, 1917 

 

Duties and purposes of the Strong Family genealogical Society by Alvin C. Strong: 

“My dear Relations and friends: I am indeed pleased to be with you. A little over a year ago, a few members of 

the Strong family met together and organized what is now known as the Strong Family Genealogical Society. 

At that meeting were represented a son of Grandfather Jacob Strong and one or more representatives from each 

of his other sons; about twenty members in all met on this occasion, and in our enthusiasm we decided at that 

time to organize and commence the work of gathering a record of our ancestors. The work for the dead has all 

been done, that can be done at the present time, but we intend to continue in our good work and gather together 

what record we can from time to time, and for that reason that a great amount of expense might be incurred in 

this undertaking, we decided to assess each member the small sum of fifteen cents each month. This money 

should be used solely for the maintaining of records and the making of records for the association. Up to the 

present time we have about forty-three members.  We have something over $50.00 in the treasury. We meet  

on the second Monday of each month at the residence of some member of the family and have our meeting. 

After we have transacted our business, we have a little program and refreshments. The expense of this little 

entertainment is deferred by assessment, so that none of the money from the dues is used for entertainment or 

for anything other than direct genealogical or historical work. We have at our meeting the bishopric of the 

ward, and are encouraged in the great work which we have undertaken. Realizing that not much could be done 

for the dead at the present time, until we have funds to go thoroughly into the records and search out the      

records  of our ancestors, we decided for the time being to make a record of the living.  For this purpose we 

have furnished blanks to all members of the family we are acquainted with. We are searching day by day for 

new members and new names. We sent these blanks out to these families requesting that they be filled in – in 

every detail and     returned to our secretary, and it is our intention that as changes are made in each family that 

they supply us with the new conditions of the family. These records should be of everything pertaining to the      

ecclesiastical history.  We also want incorporated in this history any important events which have occurred in 

the lives of all of us.” 

This bit of history comes to us from the recorded minutes of the meeting kept by Byron A. Strong.  Kathy   

Calkins and Mary Tibbets came across this gem and provided it for us.  If you would like to read the entire  

history of the meeting, complete with words by Jacob’s Grandsons William Hill Strong and John Walsh, and 

other wonderful things, look to the Jacob Strong family website (jacobstrongfamily,org). 

 Step back in time….. 

     6 
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Please return with your contribution: 

 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________   

 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

              __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Family Line (which of Jacob’s children are you descended from, or furthest ancestor back that you  know) 


